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Introduction

Fisheries play an important role in the global provision of food, directly accounting for at least
15% of the animal protein consumed by humans and indirectly supporting food production by
aquaculture and livestock industries. Plateauing of catches from mid 1990s, economic and
growth overfishing at several centres, and intersectoral conflicts in the coastal belt have
highlighted the need for regulation of fishing capacity, adoption of responsible fishing practices
and caution in marine capture fisheries development. Overfishing and fishing down effect is
evident in Indian fisheries. Ongoing declines in production of the world’s fisheries may have
serious ecological and socioeconomic consequences. As a result, a number of international
efforts have sought to improve management and prevent overexploitation, while helping to

maintain biodiversity and a sustainable food supply.

Fishery laws and regulations enforced by a set of rules to conserve fishes in public waters.
Laws support conservation measures and check the injurious methods of fishing. In prehistoric
India, people were conscious about conserving natural fishery resource. According to FAO
(2009), fisheries management is the integrated process of information gathering, analysis,
planning, consultation, decision-making, allocation of resources and formulation and
implementation, with enforcement as necessary, of regulations or rules which govern fisheries
activities in order to ensure the continued productivity of the resources and the accomplishment
of other fisheries objectives. Fisheries production and yield are constrained by a number of
factors which can be classified as biological, ecological, environmental, technological, social,

cultural, and economic considerations.

Regulation on mesh size of nets, limiting the size of fish limiting the total catch, restriction in
modes of fishing, restrictions on time of fishing, licensing and leasing of fishery rights,
declaration of sanctuaries, prohibition of anicuts and fixed engines are some common

approaches towards management of Fisheries.

International Agreements

Four international agreements emerging out of the endorsement of the Code of Conduct for

Responsible Fisheries are relevant in this context for incorporation under the relevant

laws/legislation proposed in this regard

i. Agreement for implementation of the provisions of the United Nation Convention on the
Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the conservation and management of
straddling Fish Stock and Highly Migratory fish Stock.

ii. Agreement to promote compliance with International Conservation and Management
Measure by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas.

ii. International plan of action to prevent, deter and eliminate, illegal, unreported and

unregulated fishing.
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iv. International plan of Action for Management of Fishing Capacity, Conservation and
Management of Shark, Reducing incidental catch of Sea birds in long line Fishing.

Fisheries Management in the Indian context

Under the Constitution of India, fisheries within the territorial waters, which extend upto a
distance of twelve nautical miles from shore, is a state subject and the primary responsibility of
its development rests with the state government. The central government is responsible for all
fishing activity that takes place beyond this limit- the deep sea or EEZ (exclusive economic
zone) that extends up to a distance of 200 nautical miles. The state government has command
over the fisheries, which are in the territorial waters of 12 miles, over communities that are

dependent on the fisheries in the area and the marine resources in the area.

Indian Fisheries Act, 1897

The need of fisheries legislation was emphasised as long back as in 1873 when the attention
of government was drawn to the destruction of fishery resource in the dam and reservoirs. The
government then enacted the Indian Fisheries Act which came into being in 1897 and is
considered as the mother act of fisheries in India. The act highlighted the conservation aspect
and banned use of explosive and poisoning of water which destroy the fish. It enables the
provisional government (state) to frame rules in selected waters for protection of fish. After
independence the various developmental programmes took place with the creation of the large
number of reservoirs, stagnant and running water spreads offering scope for increase in inland
production. New techniques were introduced for hatchery production of major fish seeds. The
vast change and rapid industrialization created pollution problems affecting the fish life which
necessitated the revision of the 1897 Act and for formulating new legislations. The Indian
Fisheries Act, 1897 is meant to regulate riverine fisheries and fisheries in inshore waters, to
prohibit the use of poisons and dynamite in fishing, and to protect fish resources in selected
waters through regulation of, among other things, the erection and use of fixed engines (the
reference is to nets, cages, traps, etc.), the construction of weirs, the use of nets of certain

types and dimensions, etc.

The Merchant Shipping Act, 1958

An Act to foster the development and ensure the efficient maintenance of an Indian mercantile
shipping in a manner best suited to serve the national interests and for that purpose to establish
a National Shipping Board to provide for the registration of Indian ships and generally to amend
and consolidate the law relating to merchant shipping. The Act was amended in 1983 to provide
for registration and control of Indian fishing boats. The Act enables defining a fishing vessel
and prescribes registration procedure besides provision for data collection. It applies to fishing
boats of 20 m and above, while specifying that the Central government will have the power to
declare that boats of less than 20 m shall be required to be registered under The Merchant
Shipping Act, 1958.

Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972
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It is under this act that marine protected areas/ sanctuaries are declared. Certain marine
species are protected under this Act by listing them in Schedule | of the Act, which prohibited

hunting and trading of these species.

The Marine Product Export Development Authority Act, 1972

The MPEDA was established in 1972 under an Act of the Parliament, namely the MPDEA Act,
1972 (Act 13 of 1972), under the Ministry of Commerce, Government of India, when it was felt
and declared that it is expedient in the public interest that the union should take under its control

the marine products industry for its development.

Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries

The code which was unanimously adopted on 31 October 1995 by the FAO Conference
provides the required framework for national and international efforts to ensure sustainable
exploitation of aquatic living resources in harmony with the environment. In fisheries
management, the Code advocates conservation and management measures based on the best
scientific evidence available. The Code advocates that countries should have clear and well-
organized fishing policies in order to manage their fisheries. It is important that fishing industries
at all levels operate within a clear fisheries management and legal framework so that everyone
involved in fisheries has a clear understanding of the rules to be followed. The Code also
advocate optimum fishing fleet and gear to ensure sustainability and precautionary approach
as the guiding principle for fishery management. The regulations should facilitate resolution of
conflict among fisheries and also suggest policy measures to facilitate sustainable use of

coastal resources and energy in fishing (FAO, 1995).

Steps initiated by Indiato Implement Responsible Fisheries and Aquaculture

A national level committee was set up in the Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and
Fisheries for implementation of FAO Code. The Code has been translated into all the regional
languages, programmes have been designed to create awareness among the fishermen and
fish farmers, recommended to categorize fishing vessels below 20m OAL in the terrestrial
waters and deeper zone. A national level committee has revalidated to evaluate existing
fisheries potential in the Indian EEZ for future planning and exploitation. Monsoon fishing ban
has been imposed in Indian coast for resource conservation and the reduction in the fishing
pressure to stimulate rejuvenation of fish stock. The broad objectives of the policies are

fisheries in responsible manner and ensure socio-economic security.

The Territorial Waters, Continental Shelf, EEZ and other Maritime Zones Act, 1976

This act recognizes the sovereign rights to conservation and management of living resources
in the Indian EEZ, in addition to their exploration and exploitation. Section 15 (c) further gives
powers to the Central Government to make rules, inter alia, for conservation and management
of the living resources of the EEZ, and Section 15 (e), for the protection of the marine

environment

The EEZ is a sea zone prescribed by the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea over which a

state has special rights over the exploitation and use of marine resources, including energy
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production from water and wind. The territorial sea extends to 200 nautical miles on the seas
around India through enactment of territorial waters, continental shelf, EEZ and other maritime
act, 1976. India has acquired exclusive right to exploit the living and non-living resources of this
area comprising 2.02 million km?2 and Ministry of Agriculture enacted the Maritime Zones of
India (Regulation of Fishing by Foreign Vessel) Act, 1981 to regulate the fishing by foreign
vessels in the EEZ of India. Introduction of legislation for wholly Indian owned deep-sea fishing
vessels (more than 20 m OAL) operation in EEZ is essential to optimize the catch and share
the catch data with research organizations for further analysis to evolve further programmes.
Ministry of Agriculture should prepare model legislation and circulate to the state Government

and others concerned seeking their comments before its finalization for enactment.

The Indian Maritime Zones Act deals with the prohibition of fishing in maritime zones of India
by foreign vessels, grant of licences, prohibition of fishing by Indian citizens using foreign
vessels, and cancellation or suspension of licenses or permit. It also deals with foreign vessels
entering maritime zones of India without license or permit to stow gear and the power for seizure

and contravention. The act permits fishing for scientific research, investigation etc.

According to the maritime zones of India Rules, 1982, every owner of a foreign vessel or any
other person described in section 4, who intends to use such vessel for fishing within any

maritime zone of India, shall make an application in Form A to the Central Government.

Marine fishing regulations in the coastal states of India

In the marine sector, the fast pace of development of mechanization programmes created
conflicts between the traditional, mechanized and deep-sea fishing sectors and such instance
were frequently noticed in the coastal waters of many parts of country during the seventies. A
committee, appointed by Government of India in 1977 (Majumdar Committee) to study their
problems, recommended that the state governments should be advised to enact necessary
legislation to enable them to regulate fishing in their respective territorial water as per the
constitutional provision. A model bill was prepared and circulated by the Ministry of Agriculture
in 1979 based on the recommendation of the above advising the state and union territories to
enact suitable marine-fishing regulations.

The Indian Marine Fishing Regulation (IMFR) Act 1980 was the first comprehensive national
legislation designed to regulate marine and coastal fishing activities along the Indian coast.
IMFRA (1980) was enacted to protect the interests of different sections of people using
traditional fishing crafts, to conserve fish, to regulate fishing on a scientific basis and to maintain
law and order in the sea. The central government also directed all coastal states to formulate
similar acts to regulate mechanised fishing activities along their coastal waters. Today, most of
the coastal states have enacted legislations to regulate mechanised fishing.

The regulations concerning Indian Marine Fisheries are:

i. The Indian Fisheries Act, No. IV of 1987, Government of India
ii. The Indian Fisheries Act as adopted and applied by the state of Saurastra, 1897

ii. The Mysore Game and Fish preservation Act 2 of 1901, Government of Mysore
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iv. The Game and Fish preservation Regulation Act 12 of 1914, Government of Travancore
(1914) (Modified 1921)
v. Cochin Fisheries Act 3 of 1917 (Modified 1921), Government of Cochin
vi. Andaman and Nicobar Island Fisheries Regulation 1 of 1938
vii. The United Province Fisheries Act 45 of 1948
viii. Government of Travancore-Cochin Fisheries Act 34 of 1950
ix. Maharashtra Fisheries Act 1960 (Modified 1962), Government of Maharashtra
X. The Indian Fisheries (Pondicherry Amendment) Act, 18 of 1965
xi. The Indian wild life Act 1972. 21b-The Territorial Waters, Continental Shelf, EEZ and
other maritime zone Act, 1972
xii. The Marine Product Export Development Authority Act, 1972
xiii. Maritime zone of India (Regulation of fishing by foreign vessels) Act, 1981
xiv. The Kerala marine fishing regulation Act and Rules, 1980 (Act 10 of 1981)
xv. The Goa Marine Fishing Regulation Act, 1980
xvi. The Maharashtra Marine fishing Regulation Act, 1981, Government of Maharashtra
xvii. The Orissa Marine fishing Regulation Act, 1981, (Orissa Act 10 of 1982) and the Orissa
Marine fishing Regulation Rules, 1983
xviii. The Tamil Nadu Marine fishing Regulation Rules, 1983
xix. The Karnataka Marine fishing Regulation Act, 1986
xX. The Andhra Pradesh Marine fishing Regulation Act, 1994
xxi. Lakshadweep Marine Fishing Regulation —Rules, 2000
xxii. The Gujarat Fisheries Act, 2003
xxiii. Andaman and Nicobar Marine Fishing Regulation Act, 2003
All the states regulate the marine fishing activities under these Act while the Gujarat Fisheries
Act, besides regulating marine-fishing operation in territorial waters, also regulate fishing in
inland waters providing standards for sale of fry and fingerlings, mariculture prohibition of fishing
within a radius of 100 m downstream in the river mouth and prohibition of exotic fish

introduction, etc.

The marine fishing regulation Act enacted by the states indicate that there is no uniformity in
the regulations of fishing and the areas exclusively earmarked for traditional fishing operations
varied from 5km from shore in Odisha and Goa, 6 km in Karnataka, 8 km in Andhra Pradesh
and 10 km in the case of Gujarat and Kerala (Table 1). Hence there is a need for harmonising
a regulation at least with regard to the adjoining states. The implementation of marine fishing
regulations poses a greater challenge to the maritime state in the absence of suitable
infrastructure and manpower for its enforcement. It is high time that the coastal states revisit
the provision of these Acts with a view to incorporate suitable change/additions by amending
the Acts to suit the current requirement and for their effective implementation by creating the
required enforcement mechanism. The Govt. of Kerala in 2017/18 amended the KMFRA with

following points in view.
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Based on the model bill, all the maritime states and union territories of Andaman and Nicobar

Islands and Lakshadweep Islands enacted the marine fisheries regulation Act (marine fishing

regulation in the case of UTs) which mostly provides the provisions given below.

¢ Restricting the catching of any species of fish for such period of time

¢ Regulating the mesh size of the fishing vessels

e Licensing and registration of fishing vessels

e Conservation of fishery resource in ecologically sensitive areas

e Punitive action for violations of the Act/Rules.

above 9 mts — upto
10.7 nm (20 km) but
not below 8 km

Year Area reserved for Area reserved for
States . Mechanized craft (upto 12
Adopted traditional craft : :
nautical miles)
Gujarat 2003 5 nautical miles (nm) Beyond 5 nm (9km)
5 fathoms (Mumbai,
Raigad, Thane)
Maharashtra 1981 10 fathoms
(Ratnagiri,
Sindhudurg)
Goa, Daman and | 959 2.6 nm(5 km) Beyond 2.6 nm (5 km)
Vessels upto 50ft beyond
3.23 nm (6 km)
Karnataka 1986 3.23 nm (6 km) Vessels above 50ft beyond
10.79 (20 km)
Kerala Motorized  fishing  zone
Southern sector )

) Southern sector: area upto
(1): Kollengode to 20 fathoms
Paravoor Southern sector (1): Northern sector: area upto
Pozhikkara upto 25 fathoms ’ P

) 10 fathoms
Southern sector Southern sector (2): . _
) 1980 Mechanized fishing vessels
(2): upto 18 fathoms
. . less than 25 GRT
Pozhikkara to Northern sector: upto i
. Southern sector: upto 35
Kovilthottam 12 fathoms .
. fathom line
Northern Sector: .
X Northern sector: upto 20
Kovilthottam  to fathom line
Manjeswaram
Tamil Nadu 1983 3 nautical miles Beyond 3 nautical miles
*Mech. boats — beyond 8km
Andhra Pradesh 1994 upto 8 km *20 m OAL and above -
beyond 12.4 nm (23 km)
* upto 15 mts — beyond 2.6

. nm (5 km)

Orissa 1982 2.6 nm (5 km) *above 15 mts — beyond
5.39 nm (10 km)
Non —mechanized: up
to 9 mts — till 4.3 nm Mechanized upto 15m — upto
(8 km) 50 kms but not 10.7 nm (20
West Bengal 1993 Non -mechanized | kms)

Mechanized above 15m -
beyond 26. 99 (50 kms)

Table.1 Marine Fishing regulation act in different states of India (ICSF, 2022)
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Biological Diversity Act, 2002

The objective of the Act is to protect biological diversity and sustainable use of biological
resource of India. The Act also encourages conservation and has a provision to declare a fish
stock threatened if it is over-exploited.

Coastal Aquaculture Authority Act, 2005

The costal aquaculture authority Act, 2005 (Act 24 of 2005) came on 23 June 2005. The main
objective of the authority is to regulate aquaculture activities in coastal area to ensure
sustainable development without causing damage to the coastal environment. The authority is
empowered with the regulations for the construction and operation of aquaculture farms in
coastal areas, inspection of farms for ascertaining their environmental impact, registration of
aquaculture farms, removal or demolition of coastal aquaculture farms which cause pollution,
etc. Aquaculture Authority established this law, which gives some provisions to prevent
construction of shrimp farm in mangrove areas, sensitive area and in agriculture land.
Compulsory Environment impact assessment (EIA) for large farms, effluent treatment plant,

use of chemical and drugs and licensing and mandatory application of code of conduct.

Other Legislations directly relevant to Marine Fisheries

The Coast Guard Act, 1978 provides for the constitution and regulation of an Armed Force of
the Union for ensuring the security of the maritime zones of India with a view to the protection
of maritime and other national interests in such zones. Among other things, it provides for safety
and protection of islands and offshore structures; protection and preservation of maritime
environment and endangered species; prevention and control of pollution in the maritime zones;
assistance to fishermen in distress at sea; safeguarding life and property at sea; preventing
poaching in Indian waters; assisting in ocean research-related activities; enforcing maritime
law; and carrying out other duties as and when assigned by the Government of India, without
duplication of efforts.

The Indian Ports Act, 1908 confers the power of administering major ports to the Central
Government and lays down rules for safety of shipping and conservation of ports. The Major
Port Trusts Act, 1963 specifies that the administration, control and management of major ports

lie with the respective Port Trusts.

Section 26A of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 recognizes the need to protect the
occupational interests of fishermen, while declaring a sanctuary in territorial waters. It also
specifies that the right of innocent passage of any vessel or boat through the territorial waters

shall not be affected in this process.

The Environment Protection Act, 1986 authorizes the Central Government to protect and
improve environmental quality, control and reduce pollution from all sources, and prohibit or
restrict the setting and/or operation of any industrial facility on environmental grounds. Notably,
for the first time, it makes provisions for citizen suits in the lower courts, allowing a citizen to
prosecute a polluter by filing a complaint with a Judicial Magistrate Court. Subsequent

notifications under the Environment Protection Act, 1986 have also made it mandatory to
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conduct environmental impact assessments (EIAS) for specified developmental activities and
have made public hearings mandatory for all developmental activities that require

environmental clearance from the MOEF.

The Majumdar Committee (1976)

The committee was appointed to study the situation regarding conflicts between traditional and
modern workers. It proposed the Marine Fishing Regulation Bill, and suggested a seasonal ban
on trawlers. The committee suggested the bill should be passed by the Parliament. The
Government shifted the responsibility to the state and for state it became a problem because
whenever there was a ban it was challenged on the grounds that they were fishing beyond 22
kilometres.

Coastal Zone Management Policies

In addition to these measures in the fisheries sector, the government also planned a series of
interventions through the declaration of its Coastal zone management policies. Recognising
the economic values of tropical coastal zone biodiversity, the UN Convention on the Law of the
Sea (UNCLOS) advised member states to “adopt laws and regulations to prevent, reduce and
control pollution of the marine environment including rivers, estuaries and other structures,
considering internally agreed rules, standards and procedures. Inspired by this international
obligation, the Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoOEF) issued a notification in 1991 to
regulate economic activities along the Indian coastal zone. The basic objective of the CRZ
notification 1991 was to demarcate the coastal stretches of seas, bays, estuaries, creeks, rivers
and backwaters, which are influenced by tidal action as Coastal Zone Regulation Zone mainly
to protect coastal communities, conserve coastal resources and maintain a balance between
development and environmental protection. The Central Government asked Coastal States and
Union Territory Administrations to identify the CRZ areas within their respective territories and
prepare Coastal Zone Management Plans for the development of these areas. The state shall
be responsible for monitoring and enforcement of the provisions of this notification within their

respective jurisdictions.

New Deep Sea Fishing Policy (1991)

In March 1991, the Indian government announced NDSP as part of the economic reforms

programme. The policy involved three schemes - leasing out of foreign fishing vessels to

operate in the Indian EEZ, engaging foreign fishing vessels for test fishing and forming joint

ventures between foreign companies and Indian companies on 49:51 equity basis in deep sea

fishing, processing and marketing. Government of India started giving licenses to joint venture,

lease and test fishing vessels. This was opposed by millions of fishers.

Murari committee (1995)

The committee studied the proposal of the NDSP and the opposition that was made to it. The

parliament members from all the political parties were members of the Committee. It came up

with 21 recommendations, some of them being:

¢ No renewal, extension or new licenses be issued in future to joint venture/ charter/ lease/
test fishing vessels.

e The present licenses be cancelled as per going through the legal procedures,
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e Upgrade the skill of the fishing community to equip them with exploiting the deep sea
resources,

e  Stop pollutions,

e Supply of fuel at subsidised rate,

e Fishing regulations in the entire EEZ,

e A separate ministry to deal with the entire fisheries,

e Monsoon trawl ban.

e The area already being exploited or which may be exploited in the medium term by
fishermen operating traditional craft or mechanized vessels below 20m size should not be
permitted for exploitation by any vessels above 20m length except currently operated
Indian vessels which may operate in the current areas for only three years.

The Central Cabinet, GOI, had accepted all the recommendations in the committee on 28th of

September 1997. The Minister of Food Processing Industry nominated a small committee from

the National Fisheries Action Committee against Foreign Fishing Vessels to oversee the

implementation of Murari Committee recommendations. The committee met several times and
worked together with the Food Processing Ministry and transferred the Deep Sea Fishing from
the Ministry of Food Processing to the Ministry of Animal Husbandry. Since then, the Ministry
of Animal Husbandry never called the committee who was indeed responsible for the transfer.

Now the Ministry of Animal Husbandry is not implementing the Murari Committee

recommendations, but has started giving new licenses and importing fish like Bombay ducks,

sardines and mackerels.

National Environment Policy 2004

The National Environment Policy (NEP, 2004) is intended to be a guide to action: in regulatory
reform, programmes and projects for environmental conservation; and review and enactment
of legislation, by agencies of the central, state, and local governments. It also seeks to stimulate
partnerships of different stakeholders, i.e. public agencies, local communities, the investment
community, and international development partners, in harnessing their respective resources
and strengths for environmental management. On the whole, it is expected to do better than
fiscal neutrality, and likely raise substantial resources from outside the fiscal regime to realize
its objectives. The principal objectives of NEP 2004 are Conservation of Critical Environmental
Resources; Intra-generational Equity; Livelihood Security for the Poor; Inter-generational
Equity; Integration of Environmental Concerns in Economic and Social Development; Efficiency
in Environmental Resource Use; Environmental Governance and Enhancement of Resources

for Environmental Conservation.

The Marine Fishing Policy, 2004
The Marine Fishing Policy seeks to bring the traditional and coastal fishermen in to the focus
together with stakeholders in the deep-sea sector so as to achieve harmonized development

of marine fishery both in the territorial and extra territorial waters of our country.

The policy objectives are: (1) to augment marine fish production of the country up to the

sustainable level in a responsible manner so as to boost export of sea food from the country
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and also to increase per capita fish protein intake of the masses, (2) to ensure socio-economic
security of the artisan fishermen whose livelihood solely depends on this vocation. (3) to ensure
sustainable development of marine fisheries with due concern for ecological integrity and bio—
diversity.

Coastal Aquaculture Authority Act, 2005

The costal aquaculture authority Act, 2005 (Act 24 of 2005) came on 23 June 2005. Main
objective - To regulate aquaculture activities in coastal area to ensure sustainable development
without causing damage to the coastal environment.

The authority is empowered with the regulations for the construction and operation of
aquaculture farms in coastal areas, inspection of farms, ascertaining their environmental
impact, registration of aquaculture farms, removal or demolition of coastal aquaculture farms

which cause pollution, etc.

Coastal Regulation Zone Notification, 2011

The Ministry of Environment and Forests had issued the Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ)

Notification on 19.2.1991 under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, with the aim to provide

comprehensive measures for the protection and conservation of our coastal environment.

Main objectives:

e To ensure livelihood security to the fishing communities and other local communities living
in the coastal areas;

e To conserve and protect coastal stretches and,;

e To promote development in a sustainable manner based on scientific principles, taking into
account the dangers of natural hazards in the coastal areas and sea level rise due to global

warming.

Blue Revolution - Neel Kranti Mission (2014)

The Government of India in December, 2014 had launched 'Blue Revolution' Mission with a
central outlay of Rs. 3000 crores. The Scheme aimed with a focus of an integrated approach
for the development and management of fisheries covering both the marine and inland fisheries
to ensure a sustained annual growth rate of 6% to 8% in fish production. It was also aimed to
increase fish production and productivity by utilizing the fisheries resources judiciously, and
also doubling income of fishers and fish farmers in these five years. The scheme adopted the
strategy of encouraging private investment, entrepreneurship development and better
leveraging of institutional finance. Skill development and capacity building in fisheries and allied
activities and creation of post-harvest and cold chain infrastructure facilities are the channels
of achieving the targets. The scheme was implemented from 2015-16 to 2019-20. The salient
features of BR scheme and achievements made are given below:

e To tap the total fish potential of India on both inland as well as in the marine sector and to

triple the production by the year 2020.
e Transforming the fisheries sector into a modern industry through the utilization of new

technologies and processes.
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Doubling the income of the fishers through increased productivity and improving the post-
harvest marketing infrastructure including e-commerce, technologies, and global best
innovators.

To ensure the active participation of the fishers and the fish farmers in income
enhancement.

Developing the nutritional and food security of the nation.

Salient Features of the Blue Revolution Scheme:

Providing suitable linkages and convergence with the ‘Sagarmala Project’ of the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNAREGA), Ministry of
Shipping, National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM), Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana
(RKVY), etc.

The Blue Revolution scheme concentrates mainly on enhancing the production and
productivity of aquaculture and fisheries both from the inland and marine sources.
Promoting and encouraging the economically backward sections like the Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Women, and their co-operatives to take up fishing.

The Blue Revolution Scheme encouraged entrepreneurship development, private

investment and better leveraging of institutional finance.

National Policy on Marine Fisheries, 2017

The overarching goal of the National Policy on Marine Fisheries, 2017 (NPMF, 2017) is to

ensure the health and ecological integrity of the marine living resources of India’s Exclusive

Economic Zone (EEZ) through sustainable harvests for the benefit of present and future

generations of the nation. The overall strategy of the NPMF, 2017 is based on seven pillars,

namely sustainable development, socio-economic upliftment of fishers, principle of subsidiarity,

partnership, inter-generational equity, gender justice and precautionary approach.

Areas dealt with,

Marine Fisheries Sector of India — A Profile
Fisheries Management

Monitoring, Control and Surveillance

Fisheries Data and Research

Mariculture

Island Fisheries

Post-harvest and Processing

Trade

Marine Environment and Pollution

Climate Change (Adaptation and new initiatives)
Fisher Welfare, Social Security Nets and Institutional Credits
Gender Equity

Additional/Alternate Livelihoods

Blue Growth Initiative

International Agreements/Arrangements
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e Regional Cooperation

e Governance and Institutional Aspects

National Fishery Policy, 2020

The National Fisheries Policy 2020 would offer a strategized way forward to develop, harness,

manage and regulate capture and culture fisheries in a responsible and sustainable manner.

The Policy will ensure a productive integration with other economic sectors, such as agriculture,

coastal area development and eco-tourism, to meet the goals of the ‘Blue Economy'.

Whilecenter-state and inter-state cooperation, socio-economic up-liftmen and economic

prosperity of fishers and fish farmers’ especially traditional and small-scale fisheries are at the

core of the Policy. The Policy mirrors national aspirations and the developmental goals set
before the nation.

e Center will encourage and empower traditional and small-scale fisher and fisher groups for
undertaking resource specific deep sea fishing.

o Untapped potential of high value resources like tuna, tuna-like species, myctophids and
oceanic squids should be tapped in a sustainable manner with a precautionary approach
in line with the global standards regarding wild fish harvests.

e Deep-sea Fisheries resources are to be exploited by an optimum fleet size of modern
fishing vessels capable of undertaking extended voyages, infusion of modern technology

and capacity building.

Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY)

The Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY) is a flagship scheme for focused and
sustainable development of fisheries sector in the country with an estimated investment of Rs.
20,050 crores for its implementation during a period of 5 years from FY 2020-21 to FY 2024-
25 in all States/Union Territories, as a part of Aatma Nirbhar Bharat Package. The investment
of Rs. 20,050 crores under PMMSY is the highest ever in the fisheries sector. Out of this, an
investment of about Rs 12340 crores is proposed for beneficiary-oriented activities in Marine,
Inland fisheries and Aquaculture and about Rs 7710 crores investment for Fisheries
Infrastructure.

PMMSY aims at enhancing fish production by an additional 70 lakh tonne by 2024-25,
increasing fisheries export earnings to Rs.1,00,000 crore by 2024-25, doubling of incomes of
fishers and fish farmers, reducing post-harvest losses from 20-25% to about 10% and
generation of additional 55 lakhs direct and indirect gainful employment opportunities in

fisheries sector and allied activities.

Informal management systems

The most effective way to solve the problem is to allocate rights to stakeholders. Traditional
fishing communities should be given the right to fishing. Management of fisheries should be
entirely in the hand of the communities, with governments serving only as technical advisors, if
needed by the communities. People who press for nationalisation of fisheries subscribe to the
Tragedy of the Commons argument to defend their stand. However, it is important to realise

that Hardin Actually meant the tragedy of the collective- when there is no specified set of users
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or use rules that govern the management of the resource, where entry is free and open to all,
without any accountability. Community managed systems on the other hand, have a defined
set of users and have in place intricate rules, norms and sanctions that govern use, entry and
conflict resolution. There are already many informal community management schemes that are

in place in many parts of India.

Conclusion

The strategies or development programmes to face various difficult situations ultimately for the
general welfare of multiple stakeholders in fisheries sector should bear a participatory co-
management approach. Since the sector thrives significantly on the natural ecosystem is very
dynamic and hence policies and strategies requires flexibility. Alterations and evolutions of
policies depend upon the developments in the national and international scenario. In terms
of production and marketing, uncertainty is comparatively high in marine fisheries production.
Hence continuous monitoring of production, supply and demand is a pre-requisite for evolving

appropriate policy decisions.
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